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HIS MAJESTY's MESSAGE 


ON THE SUBJECT OF | 


THE LEGISLATIVE UNION WITH IRELAND; 


— 


PRESENTED TO BOTH HOUSES ON 
JANUARY 22, 1799. 


— 


GEORGE REA. 


His Majeſty is perſuaded that the unremitting induſtry with 
„ which our enemies perſevere in their avowed deſign of 
« effefting the Separation of Ireland from this Kingdom, 
« cannot fail to engage the particular attention of Parlia- 
* ment; and His Majeſty recommends it to this Houſe to 
« conſider of the moſt effectual means of counteracting and 
6 finally defeating this deſign ; and he truſts that a review of 
&« all the circumſtances which have recently occurred (joined 
« to the ſentiment of mutual affection and common intereſt) 
$ will diſpoſe the Parliament of both Kingdoms to provide, 
© in the manner which they ſhall judge moſt expedient, 
« for ſettling ſuch a complete and final adjuſtment as may 
5 beſt tend to improve and perpetuate a Connection eſſential 
& for their common ſecurity, and to augment and conſoli- 
% date the Strength, Power, and Reſources of the Britiſh 
$6 Empire,” | 
G. R. 


ono 


"SPEECH 


RIGUT HON, HENRY DUNDAS. 


* 


v. 


MR. SPEAKER, 


a OTWITHSTANDING the arguments ſo 
ſtrenuouſly advanced on the other ſide 
of the Houſe, I have no heſitation, Sir, in de- 
claring, that I riſe with a conſiderable degree of 
ſatisfaction to refute the objettions urged againſt 
the Union with Ireland. Having followed the laſt 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grey) with the greateſt at- 
tention, I flatter myſelf, that, from my knowledge 
of the ſubje&, I am fully able to convince the 
Houſe, that the reaſons urged againſt the meaſure 
are totally groundleſs. The laſt Honourable 
Speaker has dwelt with much minuteneſs on the 
diſcuſſions of the year 1782, and on the com- 
mercial and political ſiuation in which Ireland 
was then placed, and has fince continued, in 


conſequence of thoſe diſcuſſions; but I beg 
B 8 leave 


17 

leave to obſerve, that every deduction from 
thoſe circumſtances, and every grant made to 
Ireland at that period, have nothing to do with 
the queſtion now before the Houſe. The pre- 
ſent propoſition contains in it no ſuggeſtion de- 
rogatory to the acknowledged independence of 
the Iriſh Parliament. It is a propoſition for the 
incorporation of the two Legiſlatures into one, 
without infringing on the liberty or indepen- 
dence of either. 


In addreſſing itſelf to the judgment and de- 
ciſion of the Iriſh Parliament, this country expli- 
citly acknovledges its independence; and to put 
an end to all cavil on that part of the argument, 
I am ready to admit, that by the tranſattions of 
1782, the Iriſh Parliament is placed on the fame 
footing of independence, in yelation to Great 
Britain, as Scotland was with regard to England 
before the Union of the .two kingdoms; and 
certainly I have never heard that the propoſal 
made in 1707 for the Union of England and 
Scotland has, at any period, been treated by the 
moſt captious opponents of the meaſure, as an 
attack on the independence of the Parliament of 
Scotland. 


« With regard to the meaſure itſelf, ſo far 
from operating injuriouſly on Ireland, I can 
1 prove, 


of i 
prove, before I fit down, by a reference to the 


affairs of Scotland, at and after the Union, that 
a fimilar meaſure would be attended with ſimi- 


lar benefits to Ireland, by improving and in- 
creaſing the political and commercial advan- 


tages of the latter country in the ſame propor- 


tion as thoſe of the former have been improved 


and increaſed; and that the latter country would 
experience an equal increaſe of commercial and 


political advantages, 

_« ] had entertained: an opinion, that the 
queſtion would have been argued in a diffe- 
rent ſtage of the buſineſs, and that there would 
not ariſe any debate on leaving the Chair. 
Had the motion for the Committee been al- 
lowed to paſs, Sir, both fides of the Houſe 
would have had better opportunities of under- 
ſtanding each other by mutual explanations. 
That mode, however, meeting with oppoſition, 
I and my friends are reduced to the neceſſity 
of debating the meaſure on the particular point 
of your leaving the Chair. The diſcuſſion of the 


grand queſtion, in this ſtage, is ſo far an incon- 


venience to me, as it leaves me leſs leiſure to 
arrange and methodiſe the various ſtatements 
I have collected on the ſubjett, I am, how- 
ever, ready to meet the opponents of the 


meaſure in any way they pleaſe, convinced 
; B 2 « "nt 
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that I am armed with ſuch authorities, and 
ſuch arguments, as will overturn every ob- 
jeftion that can be offered. Since the Union 
was firſt in contemplation, I have endeavour- 
ed to make myſelf as converſant with the ſub- 
Jef as poſſible, by every reſearch af hiſtory, 
and by a very careful examination of the docu- 
ments on which were grounded the articles of 
the Union with Scotland. For this refearch 
I claim no particular praiſe, it being my duty, 
as well as that of every other Member of Par- 
liament, to acquire as accurate a knowledge as 
poſſible of the ſubjett under diſcuſſion, 


In vindication of myſelf and friends, I have 
no heſitation in ſaying, that the affairs of Ircland 
demand at this period particular circumſpeRtion. 
I will affume, as a propoſition, which I believe 
no man will have the boldneſs to deny, that 
there does exiſt at this time in Ireland a ſpirit 
of clamour and diſſention, df treachery and trea- 
ſon, which menaces the overthrow of the preſent 
Government. Conſpiracies are ſo widely ex- 
tended, their influence is ſo deeply infuſed into 
the minds of the people of Ireland, and the con- 
neftion between the two countries is thereby 
ſo much endangered, that without the aftive and 
immediate interſcrence of the Government, the 
reſult, in the opinion of the moſt intelligent 

| men, 
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men, might have been a total ſeparation of 
Ireland from this kingdom. Viewing Ireland 
in this perilous ſituation, it was the duty of His 
Majeſty's ſeryants to extricate her from the in- 
trigues of the common enemy, by preſerving 
and improving the conneQtion which has ſo long 
and ſo happily ſubſiſted between that country 
and Great Britain, * 


„„ Now the queſtion is, Whether or not the 
political diſeaſes alluded to were not likely to 
be removed by incorporating the two Parlia- 
ments into one? 


* In the obſervations which naturally ariſe 
from the ſubjet}, I beg leave to aſſure the Houſe, 
that I mean nothing diſreſpectful to the Parlia- 
ment or People of Ireland, when I affirm, that 
the evil machinations of the enemies of both 
countries have been too ſucceſsful in moſt in- 
ſtances, and that the check or controul of the 
Engliſh Government 1s abſolutely neceſſary for 
the ſalvation of Ireland, In my animadyerſions, 
I am not about to throw out any refleQions in- 
jurious to the Gentlemen who conſtitute the Le- 
giſlature of the Siſter Kingdom ; and I hope I 
{hall not be accuſed of illiberal motives when 
I give it as my opinion, that a very great part of 
the people have been corrupted by the new doc- 

trines, 


1 
trines, ſo dangerous to the exiſtence of all regular 
Governments, conſequently ſo dangerous to that 
of the Empire. Every good man, who had ſeen or 
heard of the influence of thoſe deſtruQtive doc- 
trines on the Continent, would wiſh well on the 
preſent occaſion to the active exertions of the Go- 
vernment of Great Britain, endeavouring to pre- 
ſerve the liberty, the independence, and the hap- 
pineſs of Ireland. The pidure which I draw of 
Ireland is of a gloomy and lamentable aſpe@; but 
in proportion as it is ſo, it becomes the duty of 
every well wiſher to both countries to deviſe 
ſome remedy by which he may deſtroy the 
hopes of the enemy, and give new life and 
vigour to the Siſter Kingdom, 


« If any political maxim can be held more 
generally true than another, it is, that in order 
to regulate well-the affairs of any nation, it is 
neceſſary that there ſhould ſubfift a mutual con- 
fidence between the governors and the governed. 
But it 1s a melancholy truth, that there does not 
exiſt in the great body of the people of Ircland, 
that confidence in the Parliament of Ireland 
which is eſſential to its utility. I need not go 
far to ſearch for the reaſons of this eſſential de- 
fect. It grew out of the frame and conſtitution 
of the Parliament of Ireland. 


« If 


t 

* If the whole power of the country were 
veſted in one-fourth of the people, and that 
fourth was ſeparated from the other three-fourths 
by religious diſtinctions, heightened and enve- 
nomed by ancient and hereditary animoſities, it 
was impoſſible that there could exiſt a mutual con- 
fidence between them. This, however, was cer- 
tainly the ſituation of the Parliament and People 
of Ireland. If there were ſuch diſſentions and 
animoſities in Ireland, the interference of a Bri- 
tiſh Parliament was admirably calculated to re- 
ſtore peace and confidence, by granting to the 
people of Ireland a free participation of all the 


privileges enjoyed by their fellow dude of 


Great Britain. 


« It is impoſſible to imagine a remedy more 
appropriate to the radical cauſe of the diſeaſe 
which poiſons the peace and happineſs of Ire- 
land, than the meaſure of an incorporating Union 
of the Legiſlatures of the two kingdoms. The 
Proteſtants would, of courſe, lay aſide their jea- 
louſies and diſtruſt, being certain that againſt 
any attempt th endanger the Proteſtant eſtabliſh= 
ment in Ireland; the whole ſtrength of the 
united parliament muſt be exerted; and, on the 
other hand, every Catholic who is a friend to 
the connection with Great Britain, but is de- 


ſirous to obtain every indulgence, and be ad- 
mitted 


12 ] 

mitted into a participation of every privilege 
and benefit conſiſtent with that connedtion, 
would be confident that their cauſe would be 
candidly and impartially conſidered by an united 
parliament, the great body of which would be 
relieved from thoſe apprehenſions, jealouſies, 
and inveterate animoſities, interwoven into the 
frame and conſtitution of the ſeparate err 
of Ireland. 


« When Gentlemen talk ſo much of the Par- 
liament of Ireland, and infiſt that a conſent to 
the preſent meaſure would totally deſtroy the li- 
berty and independence of the Iriſh Parliament, 
I am certain they bewilder themſelves in a miſ- 
underſtanding of the terms which they uſe. How 


could it have that effect? Would not there be, by 


the incorporated Parliaments, the three eſtates of 
King, Lords, and Commons? And if there be a 
ſufficiency of the ariſtocracy, and a ſufficiency 
of the democracy of the different countries, how 
would either the independence of the Parlia- 
ment, or the liberty of the people of Ireland 
ſuffer? I have no heſitation, Sir, in maintaining, 
that an incorporated Parliament, partly Engliſh, 
partly Scotch, and partly Iriſh, is much better 
calculated for the management of the affairs 
of the Britiſh Empire, than ſeparate Parliaments 
in England, Scotland, and Ireland. The powers 

| of 
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of u Parliament, ſo conſtituted, would be more 
extenſive and effeAtual than when acting ſepa- 
rately in different places. It ought alſo to be 
recollefted, that with all the boaſted independ- 
ence of the Parliament of Ireland, it could not 
give vigour or effect to its aQts, till approved by 
the third eſtate, whoſe refidence was in England. 
The controlling power was properly veſted in 
the Sovereign of this country, who was alſo the 
Sovereign of Scotland and Ireland. Then the 
Parliament of Ireland is not entirely independent. 
And if it be true, that the Parliament of Ireland, 
as now conſtituted, be dependent on the third 
eſtate of this country, it is evident that the Par- 
liament of Ireland is not that independent ſtate 
which this argument ſeems always to take for 
granted. 


« The more this part of the argument is 
probed, the more fallacious the reaſoning of its 
authors will appear. One of the moſt valuable 
privileges which-the Britiſh parliament enjoys, 
is, the right it claims to watch over and control 
the conduR of the Executive Government, even 
in the exerciſe of thoſe powers which are juſtly 
conſidered as the cleareſt and moſt undoubted 
prerogatives of the crown. There is not one of 
thoſe prerogatives in the exerciſe of which the 
ſervants of the King are not reſponſible, and to 
C the 
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the control of which, in that ſhape, the power of 
Parliament does not extend; and that power is 
bounded only by its own viſdom and diſcretion. 
The Parliament of Ireland, in its ſeparate Rate, 
is debarred from this important privilege, which 
it would obtain by an incorporation with the Pare 


liament of Great Britain. This obſervation is 


the more ſtriking, when it is conſidered that · this 
power of the Britiſh: Parliament extends, in the 
manner I have ſtated, to the control of the 
Third Eltate of the Iriſh Parliament, even in its 


legiſlative capacity, and that excluſively of the 


other branches of the Iriſh Legiſlature. It. is 
impoſſible candidly and diſpaſſionately,,;tor ex- 


amine © thoſe conſiderations, and. not feel how 


extenſively the character and importance of the 
Iriſh Parliament would be exalted by the Union 
of the two Legiſlatures. 


3 


In ſupport of thefe propoſitions, if they are 


diſputed, I refer to the authority of Mr. Grate 


fan, the champion of Iriſh independenee, who 


ſays, „the Parliament- of Ireland cannot ad in- 
dependently; for in all queſtions of, peace or 
war, it muſt jmplicitly- follow. the Parliament 


of Great Britain.“ If the Parliament of Ire- 


land were as independent as its advocates now 
inſiſt, 'why ſhould it be obliged to-adopt the 
meaſures of the Parliament of Great Britain, 


On 
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on all oceaſions of peace or war? The Incorpo- 


rated Parliament of Ireland would have all the 
privileges of the Incorporated Parliament of 
Scotland. To corroborate theſe faQts, Sir, I, as 
one of the forty-five Scotch Members, can, in 
the face of the 513 Engliſh Members, freely 
diſeuſs and watch the intereſts of Scotland. The 
Parliament, thus conſtituted by the Union, had 
not deprived Scotland of any of the privileges 
enjoyed -previouſly to its incorporation with 
England. The Union had-encreaſed the privilege 


of the Scottiſh Members: For, inſtead of con- 
fining their deliberations to the affairs of Scot- 


land, they were empowered to take part in diſ- 
cuſſions reſpecting the affairs not only of Eng- 
land, but of the whole Britiſh Empire; and ſo far 
as regarded the third eſtate, had even an inter- 
ference in the affairs of Ireland. | 


If the Parliament of Scotland, Sir, thus in- 
corporated, has all the rights now deſcribed, the 
Parliament of Ireland, incorporated on ſimilar 
principles, would have the ſame privileges. The 


deliberations of the Parliament of Ireland, thus 


conſtituted, would alſo operate ſucceſsfully in all 
queſtions : reſpeQing - the affairs not only of 


Ireland, Scotland, and England, but of the whole 


Britiſh dominions. It would enlarge its powers, 
and give greater vigour and effect to its opera- 
lug C 2 | tions, 
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tions. But now the Parliament of Ireland has 


no right to diſcuſs queſtions in which Great Bri- 
tain only is intereſted. It is a misſtatement of 
terms to talk of deſtroying the Parliament of 
Ireland, for the Union would place the Iriſh 
Members in the fame fituation as the Members 
of the Parliament of Great Britain.—-I condemn, 
Sir, the operations of perſonal vanity, which; in 
this inſtance at leaſt, run riot againſt the prinei- 
ples of common ſenſe. I wiſh Gentlemen would. 
direct their pride and honour to aQs of laudable 
ambition—I wiſh they would evince greater pa- 
triotiſm, by a due attention to the intereſts of 
both countries, If conſiderations of perſonal 
vanity and ſelf independence are to be allowed 
to operate on this ſubjett, let Gentlemen recol- 
leQ, that if their genius be ever ſo acute, their 
talents ever ſo tranſcendent, their eloquence 
ever ſo ſplendid, all theſe wonderful powers are 
confined to one little iſland. All their genius is 
limited to their own internal regulations, and 
reduced to their own ſmall territory. Indepen- 
dence and liberty are fine ſounding words ; but 
can it be ſeriouſly maintained, that for the pre- 
ſervation of theſe, it is neceſſary to have a ſe- 
parate and local Legiſlature. The foil and ſpot 
where the Parliament ſat do not conſtitute its 
value, but its adaptation to preſerve the general 
intereſts of the community at large, This is che 

only 
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only true and valuable objef of independence. 
I addreſs myſelf therefore to the true pride of 


Ireland, which ought not to be biaſſed by falſe 


principles of honour. A mind thus aQtuated is ga- 
verned by a childiſh, not a manly ambition. Let, 
however, the Iriſh Parliament accept of a partici- 
pation of all the rights ofthe Parliament of Great 
Britain, and they would find, that their elo- 
quence would not be confined' to England, or 
to any other country, but their voices would ex- 


tend to every corner of the world. They would 


be heard, not only in Europe, but in Aſia, 
Africa, and America. The Parliament of Ire- 
land would then become Members of the Britiſh 
Parliament, which had enabled this proud coun- 
try to exalt its head amidſt the wreck of ſur- 
rounding nations; had given it energy and vi- ; 
gour to reſiſt the pernicious dottrines of the 
French Republic; and held us up as a monu- 


ment of admiration and envy to the remoteſt 


corners of the world. They would then be the 
advocates not only of Ireland and Great Britain, 


| but advocates for the rights and liberties of the 
human race. | 


1 A Parliament thus conſtituted would be 
worthy of true ambition. It would be a more 
reſpectable body than what had been deſcribed 


by a gentleman who, in talking of the limitations 
of 
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of the Parliament of Ireland, compared it to 4 
Great Veſtry or- Pariſh Meeting. I wiſni, Sir, to 
give efficiency to the Parliament of treland— 
to bring it from that narrow and confined ſitua- 
ton; to act in a more enlarged ſphere - to ex- 
plore new ſources of true greatneſs - to partici- 
pate and enjoy all the benefits and advantages of 
the Parliament of Great Britain. Whether 
therefore I confider the ſtate of the Iriſn Paslia- 
ment in its collective or individual capacity, 4 
am equally decided it will gain extenſively by 

the . the Ns fl K 1945 
An objeQtion has babromben: ow we — 
to have procceded on the buſineſs in. thistwοi- 
try till the propoſitions had been made t us by 
the Parliament and People of Ireland. I con- 
feſs I do not underſtand the objection. In the 
progreſs of this important bufineſs, it was in- 
tended to follow, ſtep by ſtep, the man- 
ner of recommending and adopting the Union 
between Scotland and England. When the 
Queen of England ſent a meſſage to the Parlia- 
ment of England on the ſubjet of the Union, 
Her Majeſty ſent alſo a ſimilar meſſage to the 
Parliament of Scotland. But we have many re- 
cords, by which we'may'dire@ our proceedings. 
The meaſure'of an Unionwith Scotland had been 
ſo often in "contemplation, that the general plan 
: required 


f 
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required little amendment. It had been pro- 
poſed in the days of james I. in thoſe of 


Charles I. in thoſe of the Uſurper Cromwell, 
afterwards by William, and laſtly by Anne. It 
never was offered in che one Parliament, wich- 
out at the ſame time recommending it to one 
other. 


* In conſidering che queſtion of an incorpo- 
rating Union of the two Legiſlatures of Great 
Britain and Ireland, it is impoſſible, in eyery 
view of the ſubjett, not to turn one's eyes to 
the ſtate of Scotland before and ſince the Union, 
and to contemplate the advantages which have 
reſulted from it to that part of the United King- 
dom. This part of the ſubje& would lead into 
ſuch a length of detail, it is impoſſible to purſue 
it fully, without wearing out the attention and 
patience of the Houſe. 1 muſt, therefore, con- 
tent myſelf with referring to a few general heads, 
which. will ſtrike more forcibly by putting them 
in a comparative view of what they were at the 
Union, — what they are now: 
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COMPARATIVE VIEW. 


SareeaNG, in 1692 


5,64 8 tuns, value - £25,854 


Ditto - in 1792 +, 162,274 tons, value C. 1,98, 192 
Lair + in 1692 - 1,702 tons | 
Ditto in 1792 18, 468 tons 


Scorcu Linzw 1700 1%, 000 yards for ſale 

Ditto - in 1796 23,102,404 
CusToms at the Union J. 34,000 

Ditto - in 1798 - 284,577 
Excusz at the Union 33, 500 
Ditto in 1798 6961,75 
PorULATION in 1755 1,205,000 

Ditto — in 1795 1, 53 H 
GLasGow lation 6 15 11 1 4 1 
from 2 557 E | 14799" | 


Dino - in 1798 * 1771948 


7 Ha nos O, bas 
From this ſtatement the happy ned, of the 
Union are evident. I wiſh particularly te im- 
preſs upon the minds of thoſe who oppoſe the 
meaſure, the wonderful increaſe of che Scots 
Linen Trade. This 1 am the more eager to 
notice, as the Linen is the preſent ſtaple manu. 
facture of Ireland; and a celebrated charafter 
in that country has thought himſelf warranted to 
deſcend ſo far as to endeavour to create an 
alarm on that ſubjett. At the time of the 
Union, that trade in Scotland amounted to 
about one million yards; but by the foſter. 


1 
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ing care of the United Parliaments, and from a 


benign conſolidation of the intereſts of both 
kingdoms, it had increaſed to the quantity of 
| twenty- 
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twenty-three millions, manufactured in the year 
1796. | | 


« Theſe improvements and increaſe of trade 
were not confined to any particular part of Scot- 
land. They were experienced in every corner 
of it; and there is not now an inhabitant of any 
{ſpot in all Scotland who has not eauſe to rejoice 
at the event; . 


% Many melancholy pifures, in the ſhape of 
prophecies, were preſented to the public view 
on that memorable occaſion. Among other falſe 
prophecies, permit me to make a few remarks on 
that celebrated * of Lord Belhaven: 


1 think I ſee,* exclaimed his Lordſhip, 
* a national church voluntarily deſcending upon 
*an equal level with Jews, Papilſts,” &c.—Now 
to prove his Lordſhip a falſe prophet in this, 1 
not only think I ſee, but I actually do ſee, that very 
National Church, founded upon a firm founda- 
tion, at the diſtance of ninety years from the 
paſſing of the Att of Union; and that very Na- 
tional Church ſo firmly ſecured in all her privi. 


leges, that it is very likely ſhe will continue to 


poſſeſs them, unimpaired, for ever! In truth, 


her ſimplicity and her poverty, will remain to 
D her 


| 
| 
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her an impregnable ſecurity againſt the plunder 
and rapine of all ruffian hands ! 


© I think I ſee,” continues his Lordlhip, * the 
Noble and Honourable Peerage of Scotland, 


now diveſted of their followers and vaſſalages, 


© and put even en an equal footing with their 
* own very vaſſals. If the Union has had a ten- 
dency to break aſunder the bands of feudal vaſ- 


ſalage, which prevailed to too great an exceſs 


in that country, wiſe and virtuous men will 
not be diſpoſed to confider this as one of the 
evil conſequences to be lamented in the forma- 
tion of a Legiſlative Union of the two kingdoms. 
As to the Peerage of Scotland, conſidered as a 
body in the State, it may be true they ſuffered 
ſome tranſitory mortifications in conſequence of 
the Union ; but I believe there is no candid or 
good man in that whole reſpeftable body who 
would wiſh to change their preſent ſituation for 
all the pomp and poverty they enjoyed previous 
to the Union. 


I think 1 ſee, adds his Lordſhip, * * the "RP 
© State of Boroughs walking their deſolate ſtreets, 
&c. On the contrary, 1 ſee that the Bo- 
roughs, inſtead of being deſolated, are moſt of 
them ten times improved in population, in in- 
duſtry, 


a a A A. 2a not. 
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duſtry, and in wealth | To prove this, it is only 
neceſſary to mention the names of Edinburgh, 
Glaſgow, Aberdeen, Perth, Montroſe, Dundee ; 
and in ſhort every other town of any name 
or conſequence in that part of the United 


Kingdom. 


I think I ſee our learned Judges, continues 
Lord Belhaven, * laying aſide their praQiques 
and deciſions, ſtudying the common law of 
England, & c. Now I ſee no ſuch violation er 
alteration of the municipal law of Scotland, 
which is as purely adminiſtered now as it was 
before the Union took place. But although the 
Scotch Judges do not ſtudy the common law of 
England, by way of introducing it into their 
courts, I certainly muſt do my Lord Belhaven 
the juſtice to acknowledge, that at all times the 
Northern part of the iſland has produced ſome 
of the brighteſt luminaries of the law of Eng- 
land, who never would have emblazoned Weſt. 
minſter-hall with their tranſcendent talents, had 
not the Union taken place between England and 


Scotland, 
I think I ſee, adds his Lordſhip, * the va- 


* liant and gallant ſoldiery of Scotland, all their 


* old corps broke up, the common ſoldiers left 
D 2 :7 


4 


* to to beg, and the youngeſt Engliſh corps kept 
* ſtanding.” Now I do ſee, that the natives of 
Scotland, both in the army and the navy, from 
the common ſoldier, and the man before the 
maſt, to the general in the field, and the admiral 
on the ocean, inſtead of being worſe treated than 
the Engliſh, are put upon the moſt equitable 


footing with the ſoldiers and che ſailors of this 


part of the united kingdom, according to their 
reſpective merits! I do ſee nothing but the moſt 
liberal rewards and proviſions made for the 
Scottiſh, as well as the Engliſh hero; both of 
whom have conſolidated their ſtrength, by a 


politic and glorious Union, for the general be- 


nefit of every part of the Britiſh empire! 


© I think I ſee, continues this noble falſe pro- 
phet, the honeſt induſtrious tradeſman drinking 
© water in place of ale; eating his ſaltleſs pot- 
* tage, and petitioning in vain for encouragement 
© to his manufaQories „The increaſe of exciſe, 
in Scotland, ſince the time of the Union, is cer- 
tainly no proof that this part of the prophecy 
has been fulfilled ; or that water has become the 
beverage of the pepple of Scotland. But I need 
not enlarge on this topic. The reverſe of the 


prophecy is notoriouſly the truth, in oy re- 
ſpett. | 


f I think 
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I think I ſee the laborious ploughman, adds 
this viſionary, * with his corn fpoiling upon his 
* hands, for want of ſale, curſing the day of his 


L birth,” &c,—Now I do ſee, on the contrary, the 


mere ploughman enjoying treble wages, and 
treble comforts; while his maſter, the farmer, 
inſtead of his corn ſpoiling upon his hands, 
for want of ſale, reaps ſuch profits from its 
immediate ſale, as enables him to live almoſt 
upon an equal footing, in point of every ſocial 
enjoyment, with even the hereditary landed gen- 
tleman, the poſſeſſor of the ſoil itſelf! 


II think I ſee,' continues his Lordſhip, ' the 
pretty daughters of our landed gentlemen, pe- 
* titioning for want of huſbands, and their ſons 
for want of employment,'—Now I do ſee, and 
I believe every one in this Houſe ſees, that the 
pretty daughters of the Scotch nobility and 
gentry, ſo far from petitioning for huſbands, 
bear, at the preſent moment, a very high pre- 
mium in the hymeneal market of the Engliſh 
ariſtocracy! | 


I need not enlarge on a topie which is proved 
to every man's obſervation, by the examples 
daily paſling before them. In truth, nothing 
has tended more to accelerate the happy con- 

nection 


15 | 
neQtion which now ſubſiſts between the two parts 
of the iſland, than the intercourſe of friendſhip, 
habits, and affection, ariſing from the union of 
the beauty, wealth, and talents, produced by the 
intermarriage of the inhabitants of the oppoſite 

ſides of the Tweed. And as to their ſons peti- 
tioning for want of employment, let me do juſ- 
tice to this liberal nation by declaring, that we 
need only look into every-profeſſion in life, from 


the Scotch gardener, baker, and hair-dreſſer ; 


up to the Scotch merchant, the Scotch phyſician, 


' the Scotch general, the Scotch admiral, and the 
Scotch lawyer; to prove, that, ſince the Union, 


merit has been equally rewarded throughout the 
whole iſland, whether its poſſeſſor was rocked in 
his cradle on the ſouth, or on the north fide of 
the n 


„The noble Lord concludes this prophetic 
reverie, with an alluſion to the death of Julius 
Cefar, which he compares to the murder of 
Mothet' Caledonia, by her own ſons in the Scot- 
tiſh parliament. The compariſon is ſo wild and 
inapt in all its parts, that it would be a waſte of: 
time to purſue it. If the Scotch parliament had 
been ſuch a tyrant as the compariſon would ſup. 
poſe, there was real patriotiſm in her inſtgnt an- 


a But in juſtice to the memory of my 


anceſtors, 
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anceſtors, I diſclaim any ſuch charge, as im- 
putable to the ancient Scottiſh Legiſlature. 
Whoever will take the trouble of peruſing. the | 
aQts and regulations of the Scotch parliament, - * 
will find a fund of much wiſdom and good policy 
to admire. But the Union of the two kingdoms 
is ill underſtood, and ill defended, by thoſe who 
conceiye that it proceeded either from want of 
wiſdom, or want of virtue in the Scotch par-. 
liament. It proceeded from a principle of ren- 
dering the exertions of its members more exten- 
_ fively uſeful, by enlarging its ſunctions; and 
making them, as they now are, ſharers in the 
deliberations of that Legiſlature, which is the 
only truly exalted aſſembly, for the rational and 
praQtical freedom, for the ſecurity and the fe- 
hcity of man, on the whole ſurface of the habi« 
table globe! | 


ple of Scotland ſacrificed much more than what 
is now required from Ireland; and I believe the 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grey) will admit, that the 
people of 4is Northern neighbourhood had alſo 
experienctd the happy effects of the Union. It 
was certainly within his recollection, as faithfully 
recorded in hiſtory, that the two Nations had 
thought it neceſſary to ſuffer a vaſt waſte of terri- 


4 tory 


; 
| 
| 
| 
* Conſidering theſe hiſtorical facts, the peo- | 
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tory, near the River which ſeparated England fromi 
Scotland, to ſerve as a boundary ; and that all 
this deſert, antiently a /and of neutrality, was im- 
mediately cultivated and adorned; and, beſides 
its excellent agricultural qualities; had produced 


men of talents, capable of taking a diſtinguiſhed 


part in the debates of the Britiſh Parliament, and 
capable alſo of defending the liberties and pri vi- 
leges of Northumberland !/—By the Union with 
Scotland,' and the cultivation of this waſte land, 
England got alſo the co-operation of a race of 
gallant men, who aided her in the moſt perilous 
ſituations, and were frequently the foremoſt to 


cbt her battles ! 


« Againſt all the prophecies of Lord Bel- 


| haven, and the other oppoſers of the Union, I 


will take the liberty of bringing under the re- 
collection of the Houſe a paſſage in a letter from 
Queen Anne to the Scottiſh Parliament, recom- 


mending to them to take the articles which had 


been agreed upon at London under their con- 
fideration. It was in theſe words: 2775 


The Union has been long deſtred by both Nations, and 
ve ſhall eſteem it as the greateſt glory of our reign to have 
© it now perfected, being fully perſuaded that it muſt prove the 
« greateſt happineſs of our People. An entire and perfect 
+ Union will be the ſolid foundation of laſting yum it will 

« ſecure 
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i Yorkice your Religion, Liberty, and Property; We ge 
© animoſities among yourſelves, and the jealouſies and differ- 
© ences betwixt our two kingdoms; it muſt increaſe your 


« ſtrength, riches, and trade, and by this Union, the whole © 


* Ifland being joined in affection, and free frotn all apprehen- 
« frons of different intereſts, will be enabled to reſiſt all its ene- 
mies, ſupport its intereſt GETTING and maintain Ws b. 
0 * bertis of Eutope: — 


From this N paſſage it was n 
that Her Majeſty was a true Propheteſs, for not 
one "Ran of her preciGions has failed, 


It has been aſked, what right have. we to 
impute all thoſe advantages' to the Union of the 
two kingdoms, and why is it not to be ſuppoſed 
that Scotland, like other nations, would have 
advanced in proſperity from the various cauſes 
which have contributed to mach modern vp - 
other ſtates? | 7 


* There f is a tultitude ow anſwers thi * 
be given to this queſtion, founded on the local 
ſituation of Scotland, her internal policy, and her 
relation to other nations, which muſt for ever 
have debarred that kingdom, in a ſeparate ſtate, 
from participating in that proſperity which has 
marked the progreſs of other ſtates in Europe. 
But in place of conſuming the time of the Houſe 
by reaſoning, to which it may juſtly be imputed 
thats it is n by events that have ſince oc- 

| E curred, 
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curred, I think I ſhall give them more ſatisfaction | 


by uſing the words of a contemporary ſtateſman, 
who ſhews himſelf a maſter of the ſubject, who 
-was one of the Commiſſioners for treating with 
England for an Union, and who, upon the firſt 
article being brought under the conſideration of 


the Scotch Parliament, gave his ſentiments in the 


following words: | 8 


My Lord, this article is the foundation of the 
whole treaty, and the approving or rejecting of 


it muſt determine Union, or no Union, betwixt 


both m 


« How far the approving this article conduces 


to our happineſs appears evidently, by conſi- 
© dering the three different ways propoſed for re- 


* trieving the languiſhing condition of this na- 


© tion; which are, that we continue under the 


*ſame Sovereign with England, with limitations 


© on his prerogative, as King of Scotland; that 
* the two kingdoms be incorporated into one, or 
that they be entirely ſeparated. 


+ -» © That the Union of Crowns, with limitations 


on the ſucceſſor, is not ſufficient to reCtify the 
bad ſtate of this nation, appears from theſe po- 
* ſitions, founded on reaſon and experience. 


© Two 
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* attend ſuch a ſtate of government, in diſpoſal of 


| 31 ] | 

Two kingdoms, ſubje& to one Sovereign, 
having different intereſts, the nearer theſe are 
* one to another, the greater par: * enn 
0 n will be betwixt them. © 

. Every monarch, having two or more king- 
dom, will be obliged to prefer the council and 
© intereſt of the ſtronger to that of the weaker, 
* and the greater diſparity of power and riches 
* there is betwixt theſe kingdoms, the greater 
* influence the more powerful nation will have on 
the ſovereign. Notwithſtanding theſe poſitions, 
* I ſhall ſuppoſe the Parliament of Scotland is 
* veſted with the power of making peace and 
© war, of rewarding and puniſhing perſons of all 


* ranks,” of 1 an and of the . 
* itſelf, 


= 
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© T could ſhow the inconveniences that muſt 


places and managing public affairs. I could 

* likewiſe ſhow the improbability of attaining ſuch 
© conditions, or in keeping them if attained. But 
' * laying aſide ſuch conſiderations, my humble 
opinion is, that we cannot reap any benefit from 
* theſe. conditions of government, without the 
* aſſiſtance of England, and the people thereof 
will never be convinced, to promote the intereſt 
E 2 * of 
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af: Scotland, till both kingdoms are incorporated 


into one; ſo that, I gonceive, ſuch a ſtate. of 


himitations to be no better for Scotland than if 
it were entirely ſeparated from England; in 

* which ſtate, there is little appearance of procur- 
ing any remedy to our preſent circumſtances ; 


« which pe from theſe e . 


tions. 


x The e and government of Scotland, 


 * myſt be richer or poorer, as they have plenty or 


* ſcarcity, of money, the common madre of 
trace, 


5 No aver, or thing af wile he gre 
« chaſed in the courſe of commerce, nn 
* there is a force to protect it. 


This nation is behind all other nations of 
0 Europe, for many years, with n to _ 
© effe&ts of an extended trade, 


This nation being poor, 12 without force to 
protect its commerce, cannot reap great advan · 


tages by it, till it partake of the trade and pro- 
tection of ſome powerful 3 . that 


4 1 ene both theſe, 


Ty 


To 


FS 


„To illuſtrate this laſt poſition, I ſhail give a 


« ſhort view of the ſtate of commerce we muſt 
* needs be in with reſpect to our neighbour na- 


„tions, nen an cu AY — 2 
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in wealth, is that balance which ariſes from the 
exchange of our natural or artificial produft 
* with other places; but we have no valuable 


branch of export which does not interfete with 


the like commodity, in ſome more powerful 


* neighbour nation, whoſe intereſt it is to'Tup- | 
« preſs or diſcourage our commodity, for raifing 


© the value of its own; ſo that there is no demon- 
* trable fecurity for the vent and crcouragetent 
* of any branch of our export, | 


Can it be expected that Holland will ſuffer 
i us to improve our fiſhery, which is to them a 
* nurſery for ſeamen, a livelihood to many fami- 
0 les, and an immenſe treaſure to the Vie 


eee 
* cattle, and coals, will be diſcouraged, at leaſt 
v after the ſame manner that we diſcourage. ex- 


port from, thence. If we traffic with Muſcovy, = 


Neben Denmark, Poland, Germany, France, 
WL * Spain, 


* * 


[ $6.4 
© Spain, Portugal, and Italy, the ſale of our com- 
modities will be of ſmall value in thoſe places, 
ſeeing the Dutch or Engliſh, by their encreaſe 
* of trade, are capable to ſerve them with moſt 
* of the like goods, cheaper and better than we. 


Loet us look to any other part of the world 
Y Gor vent to our product, and we will find, other 
6 nation have T us. 

ABRIIG on wit 

| wen we attempt the Eaſt Jadia trade, that is 
« already; enhanced by the Dutch, Engliſh, French, 
* Spaniards, ,;or. Portugueſe, from whom we muſt | 

© expect, oppoſition; they themſelves oppoling 

one another daily, and we of no force to de- 


bate the ſame with the moſt inconſiderable of 


* them. 


* The trade of Africa is for the moſt part of 
* ſmall value, and every province of America i is 
claimed as property by ſome ee European 


9 nation. 


If it be ſaid, that Scotland may make alliance 
* with one of its neighbour nations for protec- 
tion; that alliance muſt be with Holland, 
England, or France: other countries being fo 


remote, or poor, that 01 Nr co can be of 


© Hite uſe to us. * 
gs «With 


* 


cas 3. 


* With Holland we can have no adyantageous - 
alliance, becauſe its chief branch of trade is the 
ſame with ours; with the Engliſh we can expect 
no profitable friendſhip, for they being our near 
* neighbours will be jealous of our encreaſe in 

power; and from France few advantages can be 
* reaped till the old offenſive and defenſive league 
© be revived betwixt France and Scotland, which 
would give umbrage to the Engliſh; and; occa- 
* ſhow a war betwixt them and us. And allow- 
© ing the Scots, in ſuch a juncture, with the aſ- 
* fiſtance of France, to conquer England, Scot- 
land, by that conqueſt, could not hope to better 
© its preſent ſtate ; for it is more than probable, 
the conqueror would make his reſidence in Eng- 
© land, as formerly the northern people vie to 
do in their ſouthern expeditions. 


c From theſe conſiderations, I conceive, that 
© this nation, by an entire ſeparation from Eng- 
land, cannot extend its trade, ſo as to raiſe. its 
power in proportion to other trafficking nations 
in Europe: but that hereby we may be in dan- 

ger of returning to that Gothic, Conſtitution of 
government, wherein our forefathers were, 
* which was frequently attended with feuds, mur- 
ders, depredations, and rebellions 
TI | | My 


s, 
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+ My Lord, I am ſorry; that in place of things, 
oe ani ourſelves with words : for my part, ! 
* comprehend” no durable Union betwixt- Scot- 
land and England but that expreſſed in this 
* article by one kingdom; that is to ſay, one 
people, one civil government, and one in- 


AF 
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elt is true the words Federal Union are 
become very faſhionable, and may be hand- 
ſomely fitted to delude unthinking people; but 
if any Member of this Houſe will give himfelf 
the trouble to examine What conditions or ar- 
Fticles are underſtood by theſe words, and re- 
* duce them into any kind of federal compact, 
whereby diſtin nations have been united, I 
will preſume to ſay, theſe will be found im- 


* practicable, or of very little uſe to us. 


But to put that matter in à clear light, theſe 
queries ought to be - duly examined, whether a 
© federal union be practicable betwixt two na- 
tions aceuſtomed to a monarchical - goverment? 
Whether there can be any ſure guaranty pro- 
jected, for the obſervance of the articles of 4 
ſæderal compact ſtipulated betwixt two nations, 


© whereof the one is much ſuperior to the other 
Rl in 8 numbers of people, and an extended 


0 commergs? 
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commerce? Whether the advantages of federal - 
union do balance its diſadvantages? Whether 

the Engliſh will accept a fæderal union, ſup- 
© poſing it to be for the true intereſt of both na- 
tions? Whether any federal compact between 
* Scotland and England, is ſufficient to ſecure the 
* peace of this iſland, to fortify it againſt the in- 
* trigues and invaſions of its foreign enemies? 
And whether England, in prudence, ought to 
© communicate its trade and protection to this 


nation, till both kingdoms are incorporated 


into one ?? 


Thus ſpoke Mr. Seton, of Pitmedden, at the 
time when he had no reſources, from which to 
draw his concluſions, but thoſe of his own en- 
lightened underſtanding, and the view he could 
take of the exiſting ſtate of the other nations of 
the world. But his reaſoning was ſolid, and I 
would injure it by adding more to the particular 
points he has ſo ably treated of. I ſhall, how- 


ever, add one fact, which, in my conception, 


proves, beyond a doubt, that the rapid progreſs 
of proſperity in Scotland, aroſe from the Union 
of the two kingdoms. Where did the proſpe- 
rity of Scotland make its firſt appearance, and 
its moſt early progreſs? It was in the weſtern 


parts of the kingdom, owing clearly to the cir- 
F cumſtance 


1 
cumſtance of thoſe ports being locally beſt ſitu- 
ated to take the benefit of the colonial trade, 
then opened to the enterprize of Scotland. 


« A queſtion has been triumphantly aſked 
by an Honourable Gentleman? Why not give 
© all thoſe advantages to Ireland without a 
* Union?” The beft way I can anſwer this, is, by 
another queſtion—If Great Britain ſhould com- 
municate theſe indulgencies or opportunities to 
Ireland, could ſhe, under her preſent Conſtitu- 
tion or Government, take the advantage of them? 
I am convinced ſhe could not, and that in her 
preſent fituation ſuch conceſſions would not be 
productive of advantage. Without an incorpo- 
rated Union, they would be of no avail; for the 
ſtrength and reſources of both countries muſt be 
conſolidated, in order to enable Ireland to reap 
the full advantage from ſuch conceſſions. 


« It is from the confidence in the ſtrength of 
Government, that a communication of capital and 
other advantages can alone ariſe. And this con- 
'fideration recals to my mind a proceeding, which 
took place before the Union with Scotland, which 
put the intereſts of that kingdom and Ireland in a 
ſort of iſſue.— It happened early in the reign of 
Charles II. From the period of the crowns of both 

- | | | kingdoms 
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kingdoms being united in the perſon of James I. 
Scotland enjoyed ſeveral important commercial 
advantages derived from England, until the reign 
of Charles II. when they were done away by the 
proviſions of the Navigation Att : the Scots re- 
monſtrated againſt what they called an injuſtice, 
and Commiſſioners were appointed to take cog- 
nizance of the matter. In the courſe of theſe 


proceedings, the Scots, as already ſtated, loudly 


complained that they were treated with leſs in- 
dulgence than the Iriſh, 


i « This complaint was anſwered by the Eng- 
liſh Commiſſioners as follows :;— 


* And whereas your lop'ps (lordſhips) doe in ſeverall places | 


« give hints at Ireland, and ſeeme to make it a ground why 
© this and other privileges ſhould be granted to Scotland, be- 
« cauſe granted to Ireland, the anſwere is moſt cleare and 


obvious, (viz.) that Ireland is not onely under one king with 


us as Scotland, but belongs to, and is an appendix of the 
+ crown of England, and laws made in the Parliament of Eng- 
© land doe bind them; and no law can be enacted by the Par- 
« liament of Ireland, but what paſſeth the Privy Councell of 
England, and des of the Councell of England, and the 
© Greate Seale of England, doe take place in Ireland; yea, the 
+ treaſurer and other great officers of ſtate in England, have 
« juriſdition and ſuperintendency in Ireland; by all which 
© it is abſolutely in our power, when we grant privileges to 
+ them, to compell and keepe them up to the reſtrictions of 
them; 2 eee 
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1 Theſe were aſſigned as reaſons to the Scotch 
Commiſſioners, why Ireland, in its then exiſting 
connection with England, was conſidered as en- 
titled to a degree of indulgence ſuperior to that 
allowed to their nation ; matters are now totally 


reverſed, and in the preſent very much altered 


ſlate of the relation between Great Britain and 
Ireland, a ſimilar anſwer may be given to the 
queſtion, « Why not give theſe n to 
Ireland without a Union?“ 

« In addition to this it might be obſerved, 
that the Engliſh Government, conſiſtent with the 
duty they owe to their Britiſh Fellow-ſubjeQs, 
could not make ſuch conceſſions to Ireland un- 
der its preſent Conſtitution and ſeparate Legiſ- 
lature ; ſa that the, very circumſtance. of Ireland 


enjoying what is called an Independent Legiſla- 


ture is the means of depriving her of a partici. 
pation in thoſe commercial benefits, Conceſ- 
ſions of ſuch a nature, I contend, cannot be 
ſafely granted until the ſuperintendance of an 
Imperial Parliament poſſeſſes the contral over 
the reſources of the Empire at large, and the 
power of applying them to Imperial Purpoſes, 


Indeed, the anſwer of the Engliſh Commiſſioners, 


as I have juſt recited, is one of the beſt that can 
be given to the repeated queſtion I have already 
mentioned, *.. 4.6 

With 


a" 
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Wich reſpect, Sir, to the fate of the N 
ſitions in 1985, ſo much ſpoken of, the Com- 
mercial benefits then tendered to Ireland were 
rejected on the ſame miſtaken grounds that the 
Houſe of Commons ſet their face againſt the 
preſent meaſure—They thought that the fourth 


Propoſition. encroached upon their Indepen- 
dence,/ and in conſequence refuſed great com- 
mercial advantages. This conſideration, I think, 


brings the queſtion between the two countries 
to a fair iſſue. Is Ireland to be conſidered in a 
better ſituation with her preſent ſeparate Legiſ- 
lature, and deprived of theſe manifold com- 
mercial advantages; or with her Legiſlature in- 
corporated with that of Great Britain, with the 
full enjoyment of all thoſe commercial benefits, 
and the various other advantages in a view of 
power, conſequenee, and reſpeQtability, as muſt 


reſult to Ireland, when thoroughly united with 


Great Britain? This is the true queſtion to be 


conſidered by the Iriſh: for my part, I have not 


a doubt upon the point—the latter ſituation 
*. be men, to the advantage of n 
4 

i» 10 en refs Sir, has alſo been laid, by an 
Hon. Gentleman on the Settlement in1982, which 
has been called a Final Adjuſtment, I' ſhalt not 
cavil about words, but I contend that much of 
0 NN founded upon that proceeding, at 

uſed 


14 ] 
ufed by the Hon. Gentleman, was thrown away, 
as inapplicable to the preſent queſtion. Indeed, 


I might call it on his part as fighting with a ſha- 


dow.—The queſtion at iſſue, Sir, 1 muſt again 
repeat it, is between the benefits and advan- 
tages, take them all in all, derivable to Ireland 
from her preſent ſeparate Legiſlature, or thoſe 
from an incorporated Union; and I muſt. again 
proteſt againſt the idea, that any thing in the 
preſent proceedings is any ways hoſtile or dero- 
gatory to the acknowledged Independence of 
Ireland. The very mode of putting the preſent 
queſtion to their Parliament, implies its Legiſla- 
tive Independence. | 


Much, if not the chief ſtreſs of the argu- 
ments urged by thoſe who oppoſe this meaſure, 
has been laid on the oppoſition which has been 


made to it in the Parliament of Ireland. But 


when circumſtances are attended to, I cannot 
refrain from ſtating, that this view of the ſubject 
is given in very erroneous. colours. To eſtates 
of the Parliament of Ireland, the King and the 


Lords, have pointedly expreſſed their deſire that 
the ſubje ſhould be entertained and conſidered; 


and the contrary opinion has been carried only 
by: a very narrow majority in the Houſe of 
Commons. Under ſuch circumſtances, it is idle 
to talk of this as a ſolemn deciſion of Par, 
err | liament, 
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great ſyſtem were loaded on its firſt introduction. 
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liament. But if it had been entitled to that ap- 
pellation, it would not have altered my opinion 
as to the propriety of this Houſe conkdering the 
queſtion, and taking the moſt effectual means of 
bringing it again and again under the conſidera- 
tion of the Iriſh nation. Sound reaſon, and 


good ſenſe will ultimately prevail; and I cannot 


help auguring well to the ultimate ſucceſs of the 
meaſure, as eſſential to the happineſs of Ireland, 


when I contemplate the clamour and violence 


by which the conſideration of it has been re- 
ſiſted. Theſe are not the weapons by which 
truth and ſolid reaſoning maintain their empire 
over the hearts and underſtandings of men. 
Cool conſideration, and ſober reaſoning, are the 
arms by which the cauſe of truth is ſupported, 


and I have not a doubt that theſe weapons, pro- 


perly uſed, will ultimately ſucceed againſt all 
the clamour and prejudice that can be adduced 
againſt them. 


« 1] believe there is no candid -and rational 
man who is at preſent diſpoſed to diſpute, that a 
ſyſtem of exciſe is the leaſt expenſive and moſt 


effeftual mode by which a great revenue can be 


collected in any country. But it is in the me- 
mory of living men, and within the reading of us 
all, with what obloquy the Frſt authors of that 


But 


( 44 ] | 
But the ſolid underſtanding! of mankind at laft 
prevailed. 2 | | 7 


* In this, as in almoſt every other part of this 
ſubject, I muſt refer the recollection of the 
Houſe to what paſſed in Scotland on occaſion of 
the Union of that kingdom with England. 


When Gentlemen pretended to think lightly 
of the ſacrifices of Scotland compared with thoſe 
of Ireland, let them recollect, that Ireland had 
not for many centuries been free or independent 
of England, but that Scotland never was com- 
pletely fubdued or under the control of Eng- 
land ;—that Scotland gave up, what Ireland can- 
not give up, an independent Parliament of King, 
Lords, and Commons;—and that Scotland gave 
up, what Ireland cannot give up, an independent 
and ſeparate CROWN | 


« The Scots undoubtedly ſurrendered theſe ho- 
nours at the time with reluftance, and evinced 
the greateſt hoſtility to the Union, until experi- 
ence had made her acquainted with its bleſſings. 
I cannot, Sir, help noticing the vaſt unpopularitys 
of the Duke of Queenſberry and other Commiſ- 
fioners in favour of the Union, while the zeat 
and aQtivity of the Dake of Hamilton and Lord 
1 Belhaven 


e 


Belhaven vere the theme of every tongue. The 


Duke of Queenſberry, the nobleman who took 


the moſt aQtive part in carrying the meaſure into 


effect, and was Her Majeſty's Commiſſioner for the 


purpoſe, narrowly eſcaped, in ſeveral inſtances, 


with his life. The Duke of Hamilton, the 


Patriot of that day, the moſt violent oppoſer of 


the meaſure, was applauded to the ſkies for his 
condu& by the populace—they regularly chaired 
him from his apartments in Holyrood Houſe to 
the Parliament Houſe, juſt as the Dublin mob 
lately did the Speaker of the Iriſh Houſe of 
Commons, exclaiming, in their mad career: 
« God bleſs your Grace!” But thoſe who had 
been ſo much reviled, and had ſo nobly with- 
ſtood the ſtorms and tempeſts of the times, had 
the conſolation to live and witneſs the popula- 
rity of that meaſure for which they were con- 
demned, The Union ſoon became ſo popular, 
that the Pretender, having pledged himſelf to a 
repeal of the AQ of Union, excited ſuch a fer- 
mentation againſt him, that he was obliged to 
expunge. this promiſe from his manifeſto! 


« This change of ſentiment happened in the 
year 1715, eight years after the Union; and it 
ought to afford a ſalutary lefſon to thoſe falſe 
patriots who chuſe to reſt their characters and 


— on the ſhort-lived clamours of the day; and 
' as it 
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It ought to afford a heartfelt conſolation to thoſe 
Who have the magnanimity to diſdain ſuch mean 
and paltry arts, truſting that their real patriotiſm, 
founded on a confideration of the true intereſts 
of their country, will not fail ultimately to ſe- 
cure to them that ſolid and permanent fame 
which i is alone worthy of poſſeſſing. | 


« Another argument, Sir, I wiſh to ſubmit to 
your conſideration in favour of the Union. If 
it be true, as inſiſted upon by Mt. O'Connor, in 
his evidence, that the people of England, ac- 
cording to their preſent form of Government, 
have ho. cauſe of complaint, when compared with 
the ſtate and ſufferings of the people of Ireland, 
then it conſequently follows, that an Union be- 
tween the two nations, founded on ptinciples of 
common freedom, and common intereft, will at 
once remove every cauſe of grievance: on the 
part of the people of Ireland. By the participation 
of the freedom of Britons, by the full enjoyment 
of all the privileges attached to a member of 
ſuch 'an honourable community, the Govern- 
ment of this country endeavours to deſtroy the 
hopes of the enemy, and to ſtrengthen and con- 
ſolidate the intereſts of the empire. If it be 
true, as generally acknowledged, that the poor 
of Ireland experience all the miſeries concomi- 


tant to a ſtate of want and wretchedneſs, then 
a . ; it 
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it follows, that their participation of the pri- 
vileges of Britons, will arouſe and animate to 
laudable exertions that uſeful deſcription of 
our fellow ſubjects in the ſiſter kingdom. . That 
liberty which awakened the commercial enterpriſe 
of Scotland that liberty which expanded its 
genius in the moſt honourable purſuits that U 
berty which confirmed every ſentiment which can 
dignify human nature, will, Sir, I am ſure, have 
the ſame happy influence on the people of Ire- 
land, connected with us by the deareſt reciprocal 
obligations, | 
« There are certain gentlemen, who had the 
hardihood to maintain, that the advocates for an 

Union were enemies to the peace of Ireland ; 
but ſure I am, Sir, that no arguments can be 
more futile or abſurd, The introduction of that 
freedom into the various claſſes of Ireland, which 
was the admiration, and ſeemed the panegyric of 
all Europe, was no indication of the hoſtility of 
the Government of Great Britain, It would be 
a partnerſhip, which would diffuſe and extend 
its political and commercial advantages to the re- 
moteſt corners of the globe —it would ſoon diſ- 
ſipate all idle and illiberal jealouſies it would 

allay the apprehenſions of the real friends of both 
countries; and, by an equality of rights, infufe 
into the imperial ſpirit that noble emulation of 


mind which is the ſource of every excellence. 
6 2 “There 
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« There are no ſiniſter arts, as ſome malignantly 
inſinuate, adopted for the attainment of the 


grand object of our diſcuſſion. There are no 


meaſures of compulſion, as the enemies of the 
meaſure affirm, in the contemplation of thoſe in 
power. J wiſh, Sir, to convince, not to intimi- 
date the people of Ireland. The ſyſtem of ter- 
ror, ſo often enforced by the common enemy, 
thank God, is no part of the policy of the Bri- 
tiſ Government. Adopting expedients of le- 
nity and perſuaſion, we addreſs ourſelves to the 
liberality and wiſdom of the Iriſh nation. They 
know the ſincerity of our friendſhip ; they know 
alſo the bitter malignity of that foreign power, 
which, like the rattleſnake, firſt endeavours to 
charm and then deſtroy. But, Sir, 1 thought 


that the eyes of every Britiſh ſubjeft were at 


laſt opened to the treachery of the common 
enemy of mankind ; and ſorry am I to find, that 
the very enemy now ſo generally execrated, com- 
pliments the people of Ireland, by alledging, that 
there is a ſpirit of credulity in the Iriſh ſyſtem, 
which will admit of the groſſeſt deception from 
thoſe who have ſworn to overthrow any govern- 


ment founded in juſtice and humanity. 


« With regard to the final adjuſtment of the 
year 1782, it was a miſapplication of terms to 
call it final. It was alſo to little purpoſe to re- 

| cur. 
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eur to the opinion of Mr. Grattan, or the ſenti- 
ments he expreſſed on the ſubjett of that ar- 
rangement, and the debates that preceded it. 
Mr. Grattan, on. that occaſion, was known to 
have been only the mouth-piece of the Volun- 
teers. The whole of the buſineſs was evidently 
done in a hurry, and could only be conſidered as 
a temporary expedient to ſerve the purpoſes and 
exigencies of the moment, not as a matter to 


which ſtability or permanency was likely to be 


attached. However that might be, the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland had afterwards ſucceeded in ob- 
taining every thing it deſired; and he was ſo far 
from denying a particle of its independence, 
that he admitted it in its fulleſt extent, and even 
founded upon it no ſmall part of his preſent ar- 
guments. Sir, had the adjuſtment in 1782, not 
taken place, the fituation in which Ireland 
would then ſtand, might have afforded an argu- 
ment againſt the preſent meaſure, becauſe then the 
Siſter Parliament could not, in ſtriAneſs, be ſaid 
to treat fairly; but its independence, at the pre- 
ſent time, gave it the ſame competency to treat 
that was poſſeſſed by the Parliament of Great 
Britain, | EY 
If, however, upon refleftion, the Iriſh Le- 
giſlature ſhould not be convinced of the utility 
and neceflity of the projected Union, there was 


an 
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an end of the plan, and it muſt retain chat de- 
gree of independence which it preferred to the 
numerous and important advantages which were 
held out to it, The diviſion in Ireland, I admit, 
was hitherto ſo apparently hoſtile to the propoſal, 
that it was nearly decided that it ſhould not be even 
entertained or diſcuſſed, But Gentlemen ſeemed 
to inſinuate an apprehenſion, that it was to be 
intimidated and bullied into it. The Adminiſ- 
tration of this Country, in the moſt full and un- 
qualified manper, diſclaimed the idea of any 
ſuch, intentions. Whatever might be the general 
opinion, or the prejudice againſt, it, now in the 
heat and violence of the moment, ariſing from 
national pride, and a variety of other motives, 
I make no doubt but, were the meaſure adopted, 
in leſs than eight years that cquntry, like Scot- 
land, would be fully reconciled and convinced 
of its utility, 


* Among other arguments againſt the legiſlative 
Union, was an appeal to the national pride af 
of Ireland. By thoſe ſtrenuous opponents of the 
meaſure, it was alledged, that the Parliament and 
People of Ireland would be degraded. Here, 
again, I muſt refer, Sir, to thoſe ſtubborn facts 
recorded in the page of hiſtory, _ By a happy 
combination of wiſdom and humanity, the Hep- 
tarchy was overturned, and an empire eſtabliſhed 
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on prineiples of ſound policy. The Prince who 


' accompliſhed this grand object certainly "merits 
the higheſt encomium for the operations of juſ- 
tice and humanity. . But I wiſh, Sir, to put it to 
the conſcience and feelings of thoſe converſant 
with hiſtory, if they think that the various inte- 
reſts were injured or degraded by the appellation 
or privileges of Engliſhmen? The people of the 
Seven United States or Nations were neither de- 
baſed nor enſlaved by the conſolidation of their 
intereſts under one imperial management or di- 
rection. The Welchman, a brave and generous 
character, neither feels himſelf enſlaved nor de- 
graded by a conſolidation of intereſt and free- 
dom; and ſure I am, Sir, that the Scotchman is 
actuated by too noble and generous Principles to 
entertain for a moment ſuch an opinion. From 
theſe facts, T hope, therefore, I may aſſume, as 
a natural concluſion, that as former parts of the 
empire found neither injury nor inconvenience'in 


an Union; that Ireland, as ſoon as prejudice and 


paſſion have ſubſided, will be equally harmonious 
to the happineſs of the community. Such a 
ſtate of Union would appear invincible to the 
common enemy, who, in the career of his con- 
queſts,” fiot only robs individuals of their pro- 
perty, but perverts and deſtroys the ſalutary in- 
ſtitutions of the nation with which he pretends 
to o fraterniſe. A national mind, united urcord- 


ing 


ing to the principles now recommended, and 2 
public force thus concentrated, would be capable 
of repelling the attacks of the moſt formidable 
enemy, however ſtrongly impelled by the new 
doctrines, and however animated by the fertile 
genins of innovation. | 


1 have already had occaſion to advert, in 
one point of view to the argument, that we 
ſhould proceed no farther in the buſineſs after 
the Houſe of Commons of Ireland had ex- 
preſſed its repugnance to it in ſo unequivocal a 
manner. I have only farther to ſay, that no 
deciſion of that Houſe ſhall deter me, and the 
Government of Great Britain, from telling and 
explaining to the people and Parliament of Ire- 
land, in as much detail as poſſible, what the pro- 
poſals were which we were deſirous to ſubmit 
to their cool and diſpaſſionate conſideration. 
The Iriſh Houſe of Commons has expreſſed what 
they think of an Union: and it is our buſineſs 
to tell what we think of it alſo ; for this reaſon it 
is, that I ſtrenuouſly contend for going into the 
Committee, that the whole people of both king- 
doms may know what is the real baſis on which 
we wiſh to treat, In this way only can we hope 
to baffle the various miſrepreſentations which 
arc induſtriouſly propagated on this momen- 


tous buſineſs. I am the more defirous of it, be- 
| cauſe 
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cauſe I contend, the Hon. Gentlemen, who lay 
ſo much ſtreſs on the deciſion of the Commons 
of Ireland, carry the concluſion from that cir- 
cumſtance much farther than they are warranted. 
Even the Iriſh! Houſe of Commons have not ſaid 
that they will never agitate the buſineſs again. 
It would indeed have been ſtrange if they had 
done ſo. After the deciſion in the Houſe of 
Commons, an attempt was made to carry a reſo- 
lution for ſetting the queſtion aſide altogether, 
by an Hon. Member (Mr. G. Ponſonby) whoſe 
motion the Houſe thought proper to reject. [7 
was here-remarked acroſi the table, that the motion 
was not rejected, but withdrawn.) This difference 
in the term, Sir, makes but very little alteration 
in the ſtate of the fact; for it is very well 
known, that gentlemen, warmly embarked in 
ſtrong party queſtions, are not very likely to 
withdraw them, unleſs the diſpoſition of the 
Houle indicates that, if preſſed, they will be 
rejected ſuch, no doubt, is the caſe in the 
inſtance alluded to. The Honourable Gentle- 
man ſucceeded in his oppoſition to the Addreſs, 
but he failed in the Motion with which he at- 
tempted to follow it. 


All that is at preſent propoſed, I again ſtate, 
is to give the people and. Parliament of Ireland 


time and opportunity to know and conſider what 
| H the 
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the Engliſh Parliament is willing to ſhare with 
them, without attempting the ſmalleſt interfe- 
rence with their independence. | (4) 


Many objeRtions, Sit, have been made to 
the time of bringing forward theſe propoſitions, 
as if it were the worſt and moſt unſeaſonable that 

4 could poſſibly be felefted. It is, however, 

. agreed on all hands, that the ſituation of Ireland 

| is truly alarming; that it is threatened with the 

| greateſt dangers; and that to avert them re- 
| quires the fulleſt attention, and the utmoſt ex- 

1 ertions of Government. The only difference of 

ir opinion, therefore, is, with reſped to the 

means by which the evils can be remedied. 

The Adminiftration of this Conntry propoſes an 

Union, as the only ſure and effeftual means of 

affording it tranquillity at -home and ſecutity 

1 from external attacks.—On the other ſide of 

; the Houſe, though an Union was objected to, nd 

| other remedy has been offered. For my part, 

I conceive that there is a peculiar propriety in 

| bringing forward the propoſal at this very eri- 

4 tical time, when the reports of both Houſes of 
| Parliament in Ireland afforded irrefragable de- 

monſtration, that there ſtill exiſts amongſt them 
a deep and- formidable conſpiracy to ſeparate 

1 that kingdom from Great Britain, and totally 

ll deſtroy all friendly conneQiion between them. 

| | | 4 What 
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What then are che beſt means to meet and de- 
feat the ends of this conſpiracy, and diſappoint 
the hopes of thoſe by whom it is ſupported and 
fomented? I know of no mode of effedually 
doing ſo, but to cement and conſolidate, into 
one powerful and irreſiſtible body, the ſtrength. 
of che whole Empire, by an Union of the two 
cn 


5 The Gmilarity of the circumſtances induces 
me again to recur to the oppoſition, ſo frequently 
and ſtrenuouſly given, to the propoſal of an Union 
with Scotland. In various periods of our Hiſ- 
tory attempts had been made to effeAuate this 
favourite object, and as frequently fruſtrated, 
I ſhall ſhortly glance oyer the hiſtory of theſe 
attempts, beginning with that of Henry VIII. 
who offered his dayghter Mary to James V, of 
Scotland, holding out ſuch inducements as the 
Scottiſh King was inclined to liſten to; but the 
plan was defeated by the intrigues of the French 
and the Popiſh faction. Edward VI. of England, 
in purſuance of his father's deſign, offered him- 
ſelf to Mary Queen af Scotland; and though it 
was agreed to by the Parliament of that coun- 
try, the interference of the ſame faction rendered 
this treaty as fruitleſs as the former. The plan 
was again renewed jn the reign of James I. and 
Rough Articles of Union were agreed to by 

| H g Commiſſioners 


J 
Commiſſioners of both countries aſſembled at 
Weſtminſter, and ratified' conditionally by the 
Scotch Parliament, yet the jealouſy of the High 
Churchmen at that time cauſed them to be re- 
Jetted in England. The plan was again brought 


forward in the reign of Charles I. but ended in 


ſome unavailing conferences amongſt the Com- 
miſſioners appointed to manage it. In the reign 
of William and Mary, the propaſition for an 


Union came from the Scotch Convention, and, 


on a recommendation ' from the Crown, the 
Engliſh Houſe of Peers paſſed a Bill for appoint- 
ing' Commiſſioners for treating of an Union of 


the two Kingdoms, which Bill was thrown out 


by the Commons. Thus the matter reſted till 
the reign of Queen Anne, at whoſe acceſſion 
the project alſo failed, through the High Church 
influence. But ſome reverſes in the progreſs of 
the war, and ſome events which took place in 
Scotland, made England take the alarm, and be 
as anxious for the accompliſhment of the Union, 


as it was before forward in rejecting it. And 


here I wiſh it to be recolletted, that when pro- 
poſitions to this effeRt failed in Scotland, it al- 
ways happened through French inflaence and 
French intrigue. I remember a curious ſimile, 
which was urged as an argument againſt the 
Union in the Reign of James I. to ſhew that 
Scotland muſt be the ſufferer, « If a rich held,” 

' ſaid 


# 
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laid one of the Commiſſioners, “ lie next to a 
poor field, the latter inuſt be the loſer, as all the 
cattle would not fail to go into the richer paſ- 
ture.“ After the Union was effected, many, no 
doubt, did from time to time come into the 
richer field without, however, any injuty being 
ſuſtained by the fields from which they departed. 
It appeared then, that what firſt induced the 
people of England to become zealous” for, and 
to urge an Union with Scotland, was to prevent 
the bad effefts of of ite and French 29 In 
that ST, 


1 What as then 51 of Scotland, 
now became, by various accidents, that of Ire- 
land, France labours by every means to form a 
connektion in that country, and has in a great 
meaſure ſacceeded, as recent and unfortunate 
events teſtify ; an Union is propoſed by Great 
Britain, as the ſureſt wyy to put an end to this 
dangerous conſpiracy, by a conſolidation ol the 
whole powers. of the e Empite, 


. 


„ Thoſe who moſt admire the tranſactions 
which took place in 1782, muſt admit, that no 
arrangement has yet taken place adequate to 
the cure of thoſe diſeaſes which threxten the de- 
ſtruQtion of Ireland; and thoſe who wete particu- 
ſarly concerned in the ſettlement of thay degree | 


f 
f d 
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of Iriſh * alluded to, had uniformly 
avowed, that ſomething further was neceſſary, 
for the reciprocity of jntereſts between the two 
countries ſo ardently wiſhed for by the friends of 
both. If this deficiency of ſocial compact be- 
tween. Great Britain and Ireland be - acknow- 
ledged, as 2 recurrence to the proceedings of the 
times will verify, then it follows, that it was in the 
contemplation of thoſe in power at that time to 
advance, as ſoon as convenient, to the completion 
of this grand principle, It is needleſs to (1 rea- 
ſons, or conjectures, for the delay of this final 
adjuſtment of amity : a variety of circytnſtances 
contributed to it; but I have no heſitation, Sir, 
in ſaying, that if ſuch a plan as that intended had 
been diſcuſſed and confirmed by the Parliaments 
of both countries, it is more than probable, that 
we would not now. have to lament the acts of 

outrage and rebellion which have ſo recently 
convulſed and deſpoiled our ſiſter kingdom. It 


was this E defect in the compact that 


excited the turbulent and obnoxious of Ireland 
it was this lamentable defect that gave riſe to 
the moſt dangerons paſſions and animoſities—it 
in fact preſented Ireland with more reſentments 
to ſatiate, ang leſs authority to controul. While, 
ten, we deplore the late abominable exceſſes, 
it is our duty to prevent the return of the ſan- 
guinary ore by an Union of national intereſt, 

likely 
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kkely to reconcile and command the affections * 
the people. ö | | 
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5 1 n Sir; firm, that in any thing which 
has fallen from me for the purpole of elucidating 


my arguments, I mean to caſt no imputation on 


the Parliament of Ireland, I maintain, that 


with reſpeft to the Catholics, ' they are under | 


the influence of prejudice ; I know; at the ſame 
time, that it is a prejudice inſeparable” from the 
nature of their ſituation. - Attempts were made 
to ſhew, that the excluſions under which the Ca- 
tholics of this country laboured, did nat augur 


well for the Catholics of Ireland, when they 


ſhould come under our Legiſlation, Here again 
I am at iſſue wich gentlemen who advance this 
hypotheſis; and 1 do moſt fincerely maintain, 
that an Union is likely to prove adyantageous to 
the Catholics of both countries, as under the 
ſame Legiſlature there is every probability, that 
after ſometime the ſame meaſure of igdulgence will 
be equally diſtributed to both. The Lrifh ill 
| Land a chance of being ſoon put upon the ſame 
footing with the Engliſh ; and ſhould it ever by. 
found prudent wholly to improve the conditiongh 
the great majority of the Iriſh nation, the Englith 


Catholics might expect to be no longer under aux 


reſtraints. But after all, I am of opinion, there is 
no compariſon between cho ſtate of the Catholics 
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in the two kingdoms; for if in England con- 
ſiderations of policy have hitherto impoſed ſome 
reſtrictions on the Catholics, I am fully per- 
ſuaded that they do not think: theit intereſts 
neglefted, or that any ſentiments of animoſity, 
jealouſy, or diſcord, are entertained againſt 
them. They may, and naturally do regret the 
excluſions to which they are ſubje@ed;-but they 
never, for a moment, entertain a thought that 
there exiſts againſt them a hoſtile ſpirit, either 
in the legiſlative or executive government of 
this country. Nobody will venture to aſſert, 
that _ is che 1 of the Catholics of Ire- 
land. int . 


If any Iriſhman ſhould unfortugately prefer 
French fraternity to Britiſh liberty, I would moſt 
earneſtly impreſs upon his mind the hort̃ors and 
devaſtations of the Continent. Should he enter- 
tain a doubt of French rapine and murder; let 
him caſt his eyes on Brabant, Holland, Switzer- 
land, Italy, and Egypt. In theſe:miſerable coun- 
tries, he would find the unparalleled effocts of the 
Fertile genius of innovation and reform. -e 
would there find innumerable examples of a vio. 
lation of faith—he might there trace the agents 
of villainy ſtarting from one extreme of iniquity 
to another, ſcoffing and ſcorning juſtice and hu- 
1 and, in the very face of heaven, defying 


divine 
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divine vengeance. Theſe are the bitter effects 
of French fraternity, and by which its miſerable 


victims have been ſunk in agonies of confuſion 
and deſpair. 


« I beg pardon, Sir, for having troubled the 
Houſe at ſo great Jength (two hours and twenty 
minutes); but the obſervations advanced on the 
other fide, and the circumſtances of the caſe, re- 
quire that I ſhould take a comprehenſive view of 
the whole ſubjeQ; and from every conſideration 
I am induced, Sir, to vote for your leaving the 


Chair,” 


* COPY 


RE oo 


COPY of the RESOLUTIONS, as amended 
and paſſed by the Hovsk or Commons, 
Feb. 14, 1799. 


Mr. Douglas (according to order) reported from the 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to 
conſider furiher of his Majeſty's moſt gracious Meſſage of 
the 22d day of January laſt, the Reſolutions which the 
Committee had directed him to report to the Houſe ; which 
he read in his place. | 

RESOLVED, 
That the ſaid Report be now brought up. 


Mr. Douglas accordingly delivered the Reſolutions iu at 
the table, where the ſame were read, and are as followeth, 
21. 


RESOLVE D, 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That in ordet 
to promote and ſecure the eſſential intereſts of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, and to conſolidate the ſtrength, power, 
and reſources of the Britiſh empire, is will be adviſable to 
concur in ſuch meaſures as may beſt tend to unite the two 
kingdams of Great Britain and Ireland into one kingdom, 
in ſuch manner, and on ſuch terms and conditions, as may 
be eſtabliſhed by acts of the reſpeCtive parliaments of his 
Majeſty's ſaid kingdoms. 

RESOLVED, 
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RESsOLvEPD, 

That it is the opinion of chis Committee, That it would 
be fit to propoſe, as the firſt article, to ſerve as a baſis of the 
ſaid Union, that the ſaid kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland ſhall, upon a day to be agreed upon, be united into 
one kingdom, by the name of + The United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland.” 


* 


Re$0LvED, 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, for £ i 


ſame purpoſe, it would be fit to propoſe, that the ſucceſſion 
to the monarchy and the Imperial crown of the ſaid 
United Kingdom ſhall continue limited and ſettled in the 
ſame manner as the Imperial crown of the ſaid kingdoms 
of Great Britain and Ireland now ſtands limited and ſettled, 
according to the exiſting laws, and to the terms of the 
Union between England and Scotland, 


RE80LvED, 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, for the 
ſame purpoſe, it would be fit to propoſe, that the ſaid 
United Kingdom be repreſented in one and the ſame Par- 
liament, to be ſtiled, The Parliament of the United 


Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ;” and that ſuch a a 


number of Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and ſuch a num- 
ber of members in the Houſe of Commons, as ſhall be 
hereafter agreed upon by acts of the reſpective Parliaments 
as aforeſaid, ſhall fit and vote in the ſaid Parliament on the 
part of Ireland, and ſhall be ſummoned, choſen, aud re- 
turned, in ſuch manner as ſhall be fixed by an act of Par- 
liament of Ireland previous to the ſaid Union; and that 
every member, hereafter to fit and vote in the ſaid Parlia- 
ment of the United Kingdom, ſhall, until the ſaid Parlia- 

i 2 ment 
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ment ſhall otherwiſe provide, take and ſubſcribe the ſame 
oaths, and make the ſame declarations, as are by law 
required to be taken, ſubſcribed, and made, by the Mem- 
bers of the Parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland. 


| ResoLveD, 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, for the 


ſame purpoſe, it would be fit to propoſe, that the churches 


of England and Ireland, and the doctrine, worſhip, diſ- 


cCipline, and government thereof, ſhall be preſerved a as now 


by law eſtabliſhed. 


1 | 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, for the 
ſame purpoſe, it would be fit to propoſe, that his Majeſty's 
ſubjects in Ireland ſhall, at all times hereafter, be entitled 
to the ſame privileges, and be on the ſame footing, in re- 
ſpect of trade and navigation, in all ports and places be- 
longing to Great Britain, and in all caſes with reſpect to 
which treaties ſhall be made by his Majeſty, his heirs or 
ſucceſſors, with any foreign power, as his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects in Great Britain :—That no duty ſhall be impoſed 
on the import or export between Great Britain and Ire- 


land of any articles now duty-free ; and that on other arti- 


cles there ſhall be eſtabliſhed, for a time to be limited, 
ſuch a moderate rate of equal duties as ſhall, previous to 
the Union, be agreed upon, and approved by, the reſpec- 
tive Parliaments ; ſubject, after the expiration of ſuch 
limited time, to be diminiſhed equally with reſpect to both 
kingdoms, but in no caſe to be increaſed :—That all ar- 
ticles, which may at any time hereafter be imported into 
Great Britain from foreign parts, ſhall be importable 
through either kingdom into the other, ſubject to the like 

- þ duties 
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duties and regulations as if the ſame were imported direQly 
from foreign parts: — That where any articles, the growth, 
produce, or manufacture, of either kingdom, Are ſubject 
to any internal duty in one kingdom, ſuch countervailing 
duties (over and above any duties on import to be fixed as 
aforeſaid) ſhall be impoſed as ſhall be neceſſary to prevent 
any inequality in that reſpe&t :—And that all other mat- 
ters of trade and commerce, other than the foregoing, and 
than ſuch others as may, before the Union, be ſpecially 
agreed upon for the due encouragement of the agriculture 
and manufactures of the reſpective kingdoms, ſhall remain 
to be regulated from time to time by the United Parliament. 


RESOLVED, 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That for the 
ſame purpoſe, it would be fit to propoſe, that the Charge 
ariſing from the Payment of the Intereſt, or Sinking 
Fund for the reduction of the Principal, of the Debt in- 
curred in either kingdom before the Union, ſhall continue 
to be ſeparately defrayed by Great Britain and Ireland reſ- 
peCtively:— That, for a number of years to be limited, 
the future ordinary expences of the United Kingdom, in 
peace or war, ſhall be defrayed by Great Britain and Ire- 
land jointly, according to ſuch proportions as ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed by the reſpeQive parliaments previous to the 
Union: and that, after the expiration of the time to be ſo 
limited, the proportion ſhall not be liable to be varied, ex- 
cept according to ſuch rules and principles as ſhall be in 
like manner er upon previous to the Union. 


e D, 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, for the 


ſame purpole, it would be fit to propoſe, That all laws in 
| | force, 


i 
: 
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force, at the time of the Union, and all the Courts of Civil 
or Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, within the reſpective king - 
doms, ſhall remain, as now by la w eſtabliſhed} within the 
fame, ſubject only to ſuch alterations or regulations, from 
time to time, as circumſtances may appear, to the — | 
ment of the United —_— to require. 


The Firſt Reſolution of the Conmines, being read a * 
cond time, was agreed to by the Houle. 


The Second Reſolution of the Committee, being read a 
ſecond time ; 


A motion was made, and the queſtion being put, That 
the further conſideration of the ſaid Report be adjourned to to 


this day three months; 


It paſſed in the negative. 
Then the ſaid Reſolution was agreed to by the Houſe. 


The Third and Fourth Reſolutions of the Committee, 
being read a ſecond time, were agreed to by the Houſe. 


The Fifth Reſolution of the Committee, being read a 
ſecond time, was, with ſeveral amendments thereunto, 
agreed to by the Houſe, and is as followeth, viz. 


RE$OLVED, 

That, for the ſame purpoſe, it would be fit to propoſe, 
That the Churches of that part of Great Britain called 
England, and of that part of Great Britain called Scotland, 
and of Ireland, and the doArine, worſhip, diſcipline, and 
government 


. SS 


government thereof, ſhall be preſerved as now 7 law 
eſtabliſhed. > 
* 
The Sixth Reſolullon of the W being rea 8 
ſecond time, was agreed to by che Houſe. 


. | 
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The Seventh Reſolution of the Committee, being read a 
ſecond time, was, with ſeveral amendments thereunto, 
agreed to by the Houſe, and is as followeth, viz, 

RE$0LvED, 

That, for the ſame purpoſe, it would be fit to propoſe, 
That the charge ariſing from-the payment of the intereſt, 
or ſinking fund for the reduction of the principal, of the 


debt incurred in either kingdom before the Union, ſhall 


continue to be ſeparately defrayed by Great Britain and 
Ireland reſpectively:.— That, for a number of years to be 
limited, the future expences of the United Kingdom, in 
peace or war, ſhall be defrayed by Great Britain and Ire- 
land jointly, according to ſuch proportions as ſhall he 
eſtabliſhed by the reſpeCtive parliaments previous to the 
Union; and that, after the expiration of the time to be ſo 
limited, the mode of jointly defraying ſuch expences ſhall 
be regulated according to ſuch rules and principles as ſhall 
be in like manner agreed upon previous to the Union, for 
the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing gradually an uniform ſyſtem of 
taxation through every part of the United — 


The ſubſequent Reſolution of the Committee, being read 
a ſecond time, was agreed to by the Houſe, and 


ORDERED, 


That the ſaid Reſolutions be communicated to the Lords 


at a conference, and their concurrence deſired thereto. 
= Opp, 
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Ons *Y, 
That, _ be defired with the Leckh mp 


ing the means of improving and tuating te connec- 
tibn between Great Britain and Ireſayd, and of augmenting 
and conſolidating te ſtrength, power, and reſources of tho 


* Empire. 


. 
» 


© ORDERED, 
That the Earl Temple do go to the Lords, and deſire 


the ſaid conference. 
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